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So (two thirds having voted in favor 
thereof) the rules were suspended and 
the concurrent resolution, as amended, 
was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR FURTHER CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 418, REAL ID 
ACT OF 2005 

Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 109–4) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 75) providing for further consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 418) to establish 
and rapidly implement regulations for 
State driver’s license and identifica-
tion document security standards, to 
prevent terrorists from abusing the 
asylum laws of the United States, to 
unify terrorism-related grounds for in-
admissibility and removal, and to en-
sure expeditious construction of the 
San Diego border fence, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BOUSTANY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2005, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

MERCK SAW VACCINE RISKS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, over the past 4 or 5 years, I have, as 
chairman of the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform and chairman of the Sub-
committee on Health and Human 
Rights, held a number of hearings re-
garding mercury in vaccines and what 
kind of an impact it had on children. 

When we first started having the 
hearings, we were concerned that there 
was an epidemic of autism and other 
neurological disorders in children, and 

we found from scientists who testified 
before the committee over the years 
that there was no doubt that one of the 
major contributing factors to neuro-
logical problems, including autism 
among children, was the mercury in 
vaccines under the title of Thimerosal, 
which is a preservative. 

Thimerosal is a preservative which 
contains 50 percent ethyl mercury, and 
as children got more and more vaccina-
tions, as many as 30 now before they 
start in the first grade, the incidence of 
neurological disorders, autism and 
other childhood mental problems, grew 
dramatically. It used to be 1 in 10,000 
children were autistic, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control. Now it is 1 
in 150. We have an absolute epidemic of 
autism. 

The pharmaceutical companies for 
years have said that there is no cor-
relation between the mercury in vac-
cines and the autism and other neuro-
logical childhood disorders, and things 
like Alzheimer’s in adults. But this 
past week on the front page of the Los 
Angeles Times there was a very, very 
long article, and I want to read to you, 
Mr. Speaker, some of the things that 
were in that article. 

The title of the article was ‘‘’91 
Memo Warned of Mercury in Vaccines 
and Shots.’’ ’91 was the year. The 
March 1991 memo, obtained by the 
Times, shows that nearly a decade be-
fore our Federal health agency first 
publicly disclosed the potential dan-
gers of mercury in vaccines, senior ex-
ecutives from Merck & Company, a 
major pharmaceutical company, were 
already aware that infants were get-
ting an elevated dose of mercury in 
vaccinations containing the widely 
used preservative Thimerosal, a pre-
servative containing nearly 50 percent 
mercury by weight. 

In fact, the memo clearly states, ‘‘If 
eight doses of Thimerosal-containing 
vaccine were given in the first 6 
months of life, the mercury given, say 
to an average-size infant of 12 pounds, 
would be 87 times the daily allowance 
of mercury for a baby of that size.’’ 
Eighty-seven times. 

The memo further states, ‘‘It is rea-
sonable to conclude that Thimerosal 
should be removed from single-dose 
vials when it can be removed, espe-
cially where use in infants and young 
children is anticipated.’’ 

At the time this memo was written, 
U.S. health authorities were recom-
mending an aggressive expansion of the 
immunization schedule for children in 
their first 6 months of life, adding five 
new shots to the schedule. And many of 
these shots, as well as shots already in-
cluded in the vaccine immunization 
schedule, contained mercury and Thi-
merosal. 

What did the pharmaceutical com-
pany do after learning this? They did 
nothing. Absolutely nothing. It took 8 
years before they started removing 
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